FILED

U.S. DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TN

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT MAY 20 2026
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

COLOMBIA DIVISION 2 .
DEPUTY CLERK
No. 2. R~ 0007/

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )
)
)
v. ) 18 U.S.C. § 2251(a)
)
)
)

18 U.S.C. § 2251(e)
18 U.S.C. § 2252A(a)(2)

ZACHARY SWEENEY 18 U.S.C. § 2252A(b)

INDICTMENT
COUNT ONE

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES:

Between on or about July 1, 2025, and on or about July 23, 2025, in the Middle District of
Tennessee and elsewhere, the defendant, ZACHARY SWEENEY, did employ, use, persuade,
induce, entice, and coerce, and attempt to employ, use, persuade, induce, entice, and coerce, Minor
Victim 7 to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing a visual depiction of
such conduct, which visual depiction was produced and transmitted using materials that had been
mailed, shipped, and transported in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce by any means,
including by computer, and the defendant knew and had reason to know that the visual depiction
would be transported and transmitted using any means and facility of interstate and foreign
commerce and in and affecting interstate commerce, and the visual depiction was transported and
transmitted using any means and facility of interstate and foreign commerce and in and affecting
interstate and foreign commerce.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2251(a) and (e).

Case 3:26-cr-00091 Document 3  Filed 05/20/26 Page 1 of 5 PagelD #: 34



COUNT TWO

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES:

Between on or about July 12, 2025, and on or about July 14, 2025, in the Middle District
of Tennessee, the defendant, ZACHARY SWEENEY, knowingly received any child
pornography, as defined in Title 18, United States Code, Section 2256(8)(A), that had been shipped
and transported in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce by any means, including by
computer, and that had been shipped and transported using any means and facility of interstate and
foreign commerce.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2252A(a)(2) and (b).

COUNT THREE

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES:

On or about July 24, 2025, in the Middle District of Tennessee and elsewhere, the
defendant, ZACHARY SWEENEY, did employ, use, persuade, induce, entice, and coerce, and
attempt to employ, use, persuade, induce, entice, and coerce, Minor Victim 6 to engage in sexually
explicit conduct for the purpose of producing a visual depiction of such conduct, which visual
depiction was produced and transmitted using materials that had been mailed, shipped, and
transported in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce by any means, including by computer,
and the defendant knew and had reason to know that the visual depiction would be transported and
transmitted using any means and facility of interstate and foreigh commerce and in and affecting
interstate commerce, and the visual depiction was transported and transmitted using any means
and facility of interstate and foreign commerce and in and affecting interstate and foreign
commerce.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2251(a) and (e).
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COUNT FOUR

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES:

On or about July 24, 2025, in the Middle District of Tennessee, the defendant, ZACHARY
SWEENEY, knowingly received any child pornography, as defined in Title 18, United States
Code, Section 2256(8)(A), that had been shipped and transported in and affecting interstate and
foreign commerce by any means, including by computer, and that had been shipped and
transported using any means and facility of interstate and foreign commerce.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2252A(a)(2) and (b).

COUNT FIVE

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES:

Between on or about August 5, 2025, through on or about August 7, 2025, in the Middle
District of Tennessee and elsewhere, the defendant, ZACHARY SWEENEY, did employ, use,
persuade, induce, entice, and coerce, and attempt to employ, use, persuade, induce, entice, and
coerce, Minor Victim 8 to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing a visual
depiction of such conduct, which visual depiction was produced and transmitted using materials
that had been mailed, shipped, and transported in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce
by any means, including by computer, and the defendant knew and had reason to know that the
visual depiction would be transported and transmitted using any means and facility of interstate
and foreign commerce and in and affecting interstate commerce, and the visual depiction was
transported and transmitted using any means and facility of interstate and foreign commerce and
in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2251(a) and (e).
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COUNT SIX

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES:

Between on or about August 5, 2025, through on or about August 7, 2025, in the Middle
District of Tennessee, the defendant, ZACHARY SWEENEY, knowingly received any child
pornography, as defined in Title 18, United States Code, Section 2256(8)(A), that had been shipped
and transported in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce by any means, including by
computer, and that had been shipped and transported using any means and facility of interstate and
foreign commerce.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2252A(a)(2) and (b).

FORFEITURE ALLEGATION

1. The allegations contained in this Indictment are re-alleged and incorporated by
reference as if fully set forth in support of this forfeiture allegation.

2. Upon conviction of one or more of the offenses alleged in Counts One through Six
of this Indictment, the defendant, ZACHARY SWEENEY, shall forfeit to the United States,
pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Sections 981, 2253, and Title 28, United States Code,
Section 2461:

(@)  Any visual depiction described in Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2251 or

2252A, or any book, magazine, periodical, film, videotape or other matter which contains

any such visual depiction which was produced, transported, mailed, shipped or received in
violation of law;

(b) Any property, real or personal, constituting or traceable to gross profits or other

proceeds obtained from such offense; and

4
Case 3:26-cr-00091 Document 3  Filed 05/20/26 Page 4 of 5 PagelD #: 37



(¢)  Any property, real or personal, used or intended to be used to commit or to promote
the commission of such offenses or any property traceable to such property, including but

not limited to, any electronic devices seized from the defendant, ZACHARY SWEENEY.

REPERSO

BRADEN H. BOUCEK
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

KATHRYN D. RISINGER

ZACHARY T. HINKLE
ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS
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CRIMINAL COVER SHEET
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

NASHVILLE DIVISION

Indictment (X)
Complaint () County of Offense Davidson
Information () AUSA’'s NAME Kathryn D Risinger/Zachary Hinkle
Felony ()
Misdemeanor () Reviewed by AUSA KDR
Juvenile () (Intials)

ZACHARY SWEENEY
Defendant's Full Name
e Interpreter Needed? Yes _x  No
efendant’s ress

If Yes, what language?

Defendant's Attorney
COUNT(S) TITLE/SECTION OFFENSE CHARGED MAX. PRISON (plus MAX FINE
any mandatory minimum)
Sexual Exploitation and
1,3,5 | 18U.S.C.§2251(a)and (e) | Attempted Sexual Exploitation of Mar Min. 18 years $250,000
a Minor ax 30 years
Receipt of Visual Depictions of
2,4,6 | 18USC.§2252A(@)2)and | "y ore Engaged in Sexually Man Min. 5 years $250,000
(b) Max 20 years
Explicit Conduct
Is the defendant currently in custody? Yes () No (X) If yes, State or Federal? Wnit requested ( )
Has a complaint been filed? Yes () No (X)

If Yes Name of the Magistrate Judge

Was the defendant arrested on the complaint?

Case No
Yes () No ()

Has a search warrant been issued? Yes () No (X)
If Yes: Name of the Magistrate Judge Case No
Was bond set by Magistrate/District Judge? Yes () No (X) Amount of bond

Is this a Rule 20? Yes ( ) No (X)
Is this a Rule 40? Yes ( ) No (X)

To/from what district?
To/from what district?

Estimated trial time 3-4 days

The Clerk will issue a Summon (circle one) (Note If information, request for a warrant requires presentment of a sworn
affidavit of probable cause to a judicial officer, who will determine whether to 1ssue a warrant)

Detention requested* Yes (X) No () Recommended conditions of release
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